
Our 
Energy 
Futures:
Public views on 
getting to net zero

Climate change is a global 
challenge which poses urgent 
threats to human life, and all 
nations must contribute to 
tackling it.
Reducing energy demand is 
an important part of this, which, 
done well, can also contribute 
to quality of life.
People are willing to make changes – 
with the right conditions in place.

Over two years, 
40 people took part in 
the Our Energy Futures 
citizens’ panel.
They broadly reflected the UK 
population across age, gender, 
ethnicity, disability, occupation, 
political views, climate concern, 
and whether they lived in rural 
or urban areas.

Our approach then combined public 
deliberation with computer modelling 
to create “citizen-led scenarios” — 
possible futures shaped by 
people’s views and real data.

These principles sum up panel members’ detailed conditions 
for reducing energy use effectively and fairly:

providing their conditions were met.

Panel members heard 
balanced evidence on 
a range of topics and 
took part in facilitated 
discussions, drawing 
conclusions informed by 
evidence and their own 
values and experiences.

Most panel members supported 
changes to everyday life to reduce 
energy use and emissions 
 including how we ↓
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In the final scenario, UK 
energy use fell by 36.2% and 
greenhouse gas emissions by 
81.4% between 2025 and 2050.
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